
Bylaws of Pagan Unity Council (PUC)

Section 1.0 - Membership

1.1 Eligibility:  Membership is open to all persons regardless of race, creed, color, nationality, age, sex, political or ideological stance, affectational preferences, handicap, domicile, education or ethnic origin.

1.2 Membership Dues shall be determined by the Board of Directors.  Said Dues shall be affective when ratified by a simple majority.  Dues shall be published at the web site on the Internet and designated on the membership application form.  Because PUC is a non-profit organization, there are no provisions for refunding membership dues in these by-laws.

1.3 Organizational membership: Organizations and corporations may gain membership as set forth above, but may not serve as officers.

1.4 Voting Rights: All members who have reached the age of 18 years will be granted voting privileges or signing privileges on a petition set forth by the organization or its members.

1.5 Removal of Members: Membership can be revoked, without refund of dues, from any member who; (a) violates any published rules and regulations of the organization; (b) uses excessively profane language and/or behavior on any meeting or other public forum provided by the organization; or (c) behaves in a way that can be detrimental to the organization, its members and the community which it serves. 
1.6 Removals do not require prior notice and require a 2/3 vote of all board members.

Section 2.0 - Officers

2.1 President:  The president is the chief executive of the corporation and chair of the Board of Directors.  A president may be removed by the unanimous voice of the three remaining members of the Board of Directors, or in a Special Membership Meeting by 2/3 of the members present and voting.  If the president is not removed at a Special Membership Meeting, a Special Membership Meeting  shall be scheduled for the election of a new president, unless notice has already been give of the date of the Annual Membership Meeting.

2.2 Vice-president:  The vice-president assumes the responsibilities of the president in the president's absence, and assumes the office of president upon the death, resignation, or removal of the incumbent, until the next Annual or Special Membership Meeting.

2.3 Secretary:  The secretary is responsible for ensuring that minutes are kept of the Board of Directors and Membership meetings; for the upkeep of membership records; and for routine correspondence.  He or she shall also coordinate arrangements for the Annual Membership Meeting.

2.4 Treasurer:  The treasurer is the chief financial officer of the corporation, and shall be responsible for the maintenance of its financial records.  No person shall hold this position who is not responsible for his or her own debts (i.e. a minor or other individual under legal disability).  Such proof of responsibility shall be determined by the Board at the time of nomination.
2.5 Special officers: Any officer of the corporation may appoint such subordinate officers, with such titles and duties as may seem proper, as he or she may deem useful; but the appointing officer is not absolved thereby of any responsibilities for the duties of his or her office.

2.6 Appointment and term: The term of office of all officers shall be two years grouped in such a way that all offices will not become vacant on any given year. Officers shall be appointed by a majority vote of the Board of Directors. Appointed officers do not have to be due paying members of the organization.

2.7 Removal from Office: Officers may be removed from the board via their personal resignation, or one of the following actions, with his or her replacement being appointed as provided above.

2.7.1 Board Removal: A 3/4 majority vote of all voting board members, abstentions aside, with just cause will constitute the removal of a member from his or her board seat.

2.7.2 Member Petition:  Members may petition the Board of Directors to have a board member removed with a petition signed by no fewer than 2/3 of non-board members. The petition must show contain just cause for the removal of the board member mentioned in the petition.

2.8 Responsibilities:  All board members are held to the responsibilities set forth by the laws of the state of Wisconsin and the federal government and the by-laws and regulations set forth by Milwaukee Pagan Unity Council, Inc.

Section 3.0 - Board of Directors

3.1 Membership:  Membership of the Board of Directors shall consist of the president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and other special officers as elected.

3.2 Powers and duties: The Board of Directors shall have power to declare the place, day and time of the Annual Membership Meeting; to authorize procedures for the transfer of memberships between persons; to grant memberships without dues under special circumstances by a 3/4 vote, such memberships not to total more than 10% of total membership; to chose the date, place and time of the next meeting; and to do all things lawful and necessary to the operation of the corporation.

3.3 Meetings:  Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at a place and time determined at the preceding meeting and no notice shall be required beyond the statement in the minutes of the place, time and date of the next meeting.  Written notice to Directors at least 2 (two) days in advance shall be required before any Special Board of Directors meeting.  All meetings of the Board of Directors shall be open to the membership and to the general public.

Sections 4.0 - Community Activities

4.1 The Corporation is specifically empowered to organize, operate or provide financial and technical support to seminars, groups, publications, or activities relative to the exchange and dissemination of knowledge and ideas regarding Wicca, neo-paganism and related fields, such activities to be based or held in Wisconsin.  Only those groups which are not for profit, may receive financial support.

Section 5.0 - Annual Membership Meeting

5.1 Scheduling & Notice Requirements:  The Annual Membership Meeting shall be held in the Milwaukee Metropolitan area of Wisconsin, at such date, time and place as shall be designated by the Board of Directors.  Either written notice shall be provided to members no less than 10 nor more than 50 days prior to the meeting, or a Class II Legal Notice shall be published according to the applicable provisions of Wisconsin law.

5.2 Purposes:  The purposes of the Annual Membership Meeting shall be:

5.21 Reports:  To report the status of the corporation and its activities.

5.22 Setting of dues:  To set the amount of dues for the forthcoming year.

5.23 Other business:  To transact such other business as may come before the membership.

Section 6.0 - Rules of Procedure

The following rules of procedure apply at all membership Meetings of the corporation:

6.1 Quorum:  A quorum shall consist of 25% of the total voting membership.

6.2 Proxies:  No proxies will be accepted for voting in any meeting of this corporation.

6.21
Written statements of opinion on pertinent subjects may be read into the record.  No statements of opinion may be counted as votes.

6.3 Manner of Balloting:  In any election where there are two or more nominations to be chosen from, a paper ballot shall be used.  
Section 7.0 - Exclusions

The Pagan Unity Council may not:

7.1 Have or issue shares of stock.

7.2 Pay any dividend or distribute any part of its income to its members or officers with the exception that the Board of Directors may authorize reimbursement of actual expenses incurred in the carrying out of the corporation's lawful business.

7.3 Participate or intervene in any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.

7.4 Attempt to influence legislation

7.5 Engage in activities not permitted to be carried out by a corporation exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1954, or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue law.

7.6 Engage in activities not permitted to be carried out by a corporation to which contributions are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1954, or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue law.

7.7 Political activities by individual members shall not be construed as having the endorsement of the PUC.

Section 8.0 - Fiscal Year

8.1 The fiscal year of Pagan Unity Council shall extend from November 1st to October 31st
.

Section 9.0 - Amendments

9.1 Amendments to the Articles of Incorporation or to these Bylaws may be made at any annual meetings or special meeting called as set forth by these by-laws.  Such an amendment shall be adopted by a 2/3 vote of those present and voting.

Section 10.0 - Special meetings, defined.

10.1 Special Board of Directors meeting.  A special Board of Directors meeting is any such meeting not normally scheduled as set forth in paragraph 3.3, above.

10.2 Special Membership Meeting.  A special Membership Meeting may be called at the discretion of the Board of Directors.  Notice and location requirements and purposes shall all be the same as for an annual Membership Meeting.
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